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A DIAGRAM IS A 
TRIVIAL MACHINE 

MARIO ASEF

A R T I S T  P R O J E C T

The idea of the diagram emerged almost at the same time as the idea 

of the machine, although we cannot really tell which existed fi rst. 

However, it seems clear that both are intrinsically connected. What 

they share is essentially narrative: we create machines using diagram-

matic narratives, and with these narratives, we create knowledge. 

Narratives are the real machines.

I generate diagrams with the purpose of understanding the 

 narratives, forms, and aesthetics of sociocultural and political struc-

tures. This leaves room for the production of artistic works that can 

be introduced into the machinery of everyday life.
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